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Menlo Park Council passes resolution opposing Proposition 1A 
 
MENLO PARK, CA – On Tuesday, the Menlo Park City Council voted to approve a 
resolution officially opposing Proposition 1A.  Proposition 1A, a November ballot 
measure, would authorize the sale of $9.95 billion in general obligation bonds to provide 
initial funding for High Speed Rail (HSR) service between San Francisco and Southern 
California.  The vote was 3-1, with Council Members Heyward Robinson, Richard Cline, 
and Kelly Fergusson voting yes and Council Member John Boyle voting no.  Mayor 
Andy Cohen was recused due to the proximity of his residence to the rail line. 
 
Council members voting in favor of the resolution say they did so because issues raised 
by the City of Menlo Park were not adequately addressed in the Program Environmental 
Impact Report (PEIR).  “We understand the potential benefits of High Speed Rail, but we 
want to ensure that the project is done right.  The project sponsor has repeatedly failed to 
address issues of critical concern about the project’s impacts on the City of Menlo Park,” 
said Richard Cline.  Council Member Fergusson added “Menlo Park supports projects 
improving intercity connectivity, but we are concerned that the $40 billion-plus price tag 
for this proposal could balloon to a much higher cost preventing California from 
addressing other pressing needs in education, regional transportation, and local 
infrastructure.”   
 
Vice Mayor Heyward Robinson stated: “Alternatives to Proposition 1A should be 
considered, including terminating the high speed train in San Jose and connecting into a 
regional Caltrain/BART/Bus network. This is the model used in Europe, where terminals 
for high speed trains are placed on the outskirts of metropolitan areas.  By using this 
design, we can save billions of dollars, significantly reduce local impacts and still provide 
fast, reliable north-south rail connectivity.” 
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Tuesday’s vote is consistent with previous actions by the city in responding to the High 
Speed Rail Program Environmental Impact Report.   
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