
 
  

                       PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 

Council Meeting Date: September 25, 2007 
Staff Report #: 07-165 

Agenda Item #: D2 
 

CONSENT:        Approval of the Revised Comment Letter on the Draft Program 
Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) 
for the Central Valley to Bay Area Segment of the California High Speed 
Rail Project. 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve the revised comment letter (included as 
Attachment A) on the draft Program Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIR/EIS) for the Central Valley to Bay Area Segment of the California High 
Speed Rail Project. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Council considered a draft comment letter on the California High Speed Rail 
Central Valley to Bay Area program level EIR/EIS on September 18, 2007. The Council 
provided comments on the draft letter and requested that a final draft incorporating the 
comments be brought back to Council for final approval. The letter has been redrafted 
and is included as Attachment A.  
 
ANALYSIS 
 
The Council requested several modifications to the draft prior to being returned to 
Council for approval.  The comments included a wide range of issues to strengthen 
certain points within the letter and reduce language related to position statements on 
the project.  
 
One of the main points that Council requested to include in the revised letter centered 
on reorganizing the seven points listed in the letter to better prioritize the issues of 
concern for the community. Another requested modification included the inclusion of the 
community’s concerns related to the impact on the character and neighborhood feel of 
the City with the introduction of the High Speed Train. Additional modification requests 
included: 
 

• Strengthening the reasons that freight traffic is an area of concern  
• Adding a request to analyze additional alternatives including using the I-280 

corridor or undergrounding the system with air rights being used for a potential 
funding source 

• Specifically stating that a raised track system to complete grade separations 
creates a “wall effect” and increases noise impacts within the City 

• Modifying the Electrification section to be consistent with the High Speed Train 
proposal 
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• Stating that more detailed project level EIR/EIS’s need to be prepared to clearly 
address the impacts of grade separation including the economic impacts prior to 
placing a funding measure on the ballot  

 
The items listed above have all been incorporated into the revised draft letter in 
Attachment A. 
 
IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES 
 
The HST project involves no direct commitments of City resources.   
 
POLICY ISSUES 
 
There are no policy issues as a result of this action. 
 
 
 
_____________________ _____________________ 
Chip Taylor Kent Steffens 
Transportation Manager Director of Public Works 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: Public Notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this agenda 
 item being listed, at least 72 hours prior to the meeting. 
 

ATTACHMENTS: A. City of Menlo Park draft comment letter on the Central Valley to Bay 
Area High Speed Rail Program EIR/EIS 
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