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December 10, 2008

Somerset County Residents Can Get Help with Heating Bills


The state’s Home Energy Assistance (HEA) Program is now taking applications from eligible Somerset County residents who may be having trouble paying their heating bills.


The HEA Program helps individuals and families who pay their own heating bills or who have their heating included in their unsubsidized rent.


Applications are evaluated by household size, monthly gross income, heating bills and several other criteria.  The eligibility standard, as well as the benefit amounts, have been increased this year.  Eligibility is up from 175 to 225 percent of the federal poverty level.  The benefit for deliverable fuels has been increased by 400 percent over last year.

The HEA Program is administered by the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs. Norwescap has been designated by the state as the local agency responsible for processing applications.  For information, call Norwescap at 1-888-454-4778.

Applications and assistance in completing them also are available through the Somerset County Board of Social Services by calling (908) 526-8800.

Applications are being accepted now through April 30.  Application forms are available at each of the board’s three offices, in Somerville, Franklin and North Plainfield.  Households that currently receive food stamps should receive the HEA benefit automatically.


Any Somerset County resident who experiences a heating loss or utility shut-off should contact the Board of Social Services at (908) 526-8800 for assistance in negotiating with the utility company.  
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