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December 10, 2009  
Batteries No Longer Accepted Curbside 
Starting January 2010
The Somerset County Recycling Center has announced that starting Jan. 1, 2010 it no longer will accept batteries with curbside collection of recyclables.

Due to regulatory changes and less hazardous battery compositions, alkaline batteries now fall below federal and state hazardous-waste standards and can be disposed of in the regular trash.

Household battery manufacturers of alkaline batteries no longer add mercury and have reduced the amount of mercury added to other batteries as a result of the New Jersey Dry Cell Battery Management Act of 1991 and the federal Mercury- Containing and Rechargeable Battery Management Act of 1996.
Batteries have a label on them that indicates whether they are rechargeable or alkaline.  Alkaline batteries can be thrown out in the regular trash.
Rechargeable batteries still need to be recycled.  Rechargeable batteries are found in cordless power tools, cellular and cordless phones, laptop computers, digital cameras, two-way radios, camcorders and remote-control toys.
Most button-cell batteries must be recycled because they still contain mercury.
Somerset County will accept rechargeable and button-cell batteries at Household Hazardous Waste and First Saturday of the Month (with electronics) events. 

Rechargeable batteries also can be recycled at participating retail locations, including Radio Shack, Best Buy, Staples, Target, Office Max, Lowe’s, Home Depot, Sears, Walmart and Verizon Wireless.  
Batteries must be properly prepared before drop off due to new federal regulations that prevent short circuiting of batteries during transport.  Residents must bag each battery individually or tape each of the terminal ends prior to recycling.

To find a retail-collection site, use the collection site locator at www.call2recycle.org or call the consumer helpline at 1-877-2-RECYCLE.

 For more information, contact Diana Vigilante of the Somerset County Solid Waste Management Division at 908-231-7681 or solidwaste@co.somerset.nj.us. 
News from the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders


Public Information Contacts: Linda Van Zandt / Joanne Vuoso / Lisa Krueger


908.231.7020    publicinfo@co.somerset.nj.us


______________________________________________________________________








Rick Fontana, Freeholder Director * Jack M. Ciattarelli, Freeholder Deputy Director

Peter S. Palmer, Freeholder * Robert Zaborowski, Freeholder * Patricia L. Walsh, Freeholder

Somerset County Is An Equal Opportunity Employer

