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 “21 Saves Lives”

The Lifesaving Impact of the Minimum Drinking Age
BRIDGEWATER – The Somerset County Municipal Alliance Committee and the  Municipal Youth Services Commissions are sponsoring a symposium, titled “21 Saves Lives,” about the benefits of maintaining the minimum drinking age of 21 and the dangers of underage drinking and driving.  

The presentation will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, April 27, at the Somerset County Vocational & Technical Schools, located at 14 Vogt Drive.  Advance registration is requested for the free symposium by calling (908) 704-6352.  Seating is limited.
“Nothing should be more important to us as a community than saving the lives of our children,” said Freeholder Patricia Walsh, human services liaison.  “Just as over-the-counter and prescription medications have the potential for abuse by 12-17 years olds, we must continue to educate parents and young people about the dangers of abusing alcohol and the consequences of underage drinking and driving.”

Pam Fisher, director, New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety, will discuss the NJ21 Coalition and its efforts to support the current drinking age of 21, and the impact of recommendations by the Teen Driver Study Commission on legislation.  She also will review new requirements, which go into effect May 1, for teens, age 16-20, holding a permit or provisional license under New Jersey’s Graduated Drive License Law.    
Fisher also will talk about ways that organizations, such as municipal alliances and youth services commissions, can partner with the coalition and other agencies to educate the public about the dangers of underage drinking and driving, and to become advocates for teenage driver safety.  
The NJ21 Coalition, comprised of State government, law enforcement, education, traffic safety and non-profit agencies, is committed to reinforcing the lifesaving impact of the current minimum drinking age through enforcement, education and public awareness initiatives.

For more information or to register, contact Cindy Britt, Somerset County Office of Youth Services, at (908) 704-6352 or britt@co.somerset.nj.us.
News from the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders


Public Information Contacts: Linda Van Zandt / Joanne Vuoso / Lisa Krueger


908.231.7020    publicinfo@co.somerset.nj.us











Jack M. Ciattarelli, Freeholder Director ( Robert Zaborowski, Freeholder Deputy Director

Peter S. Palmer, Freeholder ( Patricia L. Walsh, Freeholder ( Patrick Scaglione, Freeholder

Somerset County Is An Equal Opportunity Employer

