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Artists Lend Their Talent to Promote Participation in the Census

Stand Up and Be Counted!  U.S. Census 2010
Somerset County, through the collaborative efforts of the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission and Somerset County Planning Board, has launched a promotional awareness campaign to remind  residents how vital every response to the simple U.S. Census 2010 survey is to your community. Look for your U.S. Census 2010 Survey form in the mail.

Every ten years the federal government, through the U.S. Census Bureau, and along with the aid of many dedicated partners, launches an ambitious initiative to survey and count every resident in the United States and its territories.  The new survey asks 10 simple questions and takes about 10 minutes to complete.  Based on the important census data collected from everyone’s response, the federal government awards over $400 billion annually to states and communities for vital necessities like housing, police and fire departments, schools, hospitals, transportation enhancements, and vital support services.   Be assured that your response is safe. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share your answers with anyone, including federal, state and local agencies.   

Somerset County’s awareness campaign is being widely broadcast and promoted throughout its 21 municipalities with the aid of a specially designed poster, brochure in six languages and art exhibition to remind everyone that their participation is essential to ensure that federal funds are directed here to benefit your community.

The Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission’s involvement in this important decennial civic initiative addresses its continued efforts to integrate the Arts into non-traditional venues through new partnerships to broaden and diversify public exposure to, as well as access and participation in, the Arts.   Artists’ participation serves a vital role in attracting attention to and enhancing the public’s awareness of this important decennial initiative and in helping to underscore what everyone’s personal response is capable of accomplishing for their community.

The Census Awareness poster, prominently featuring the artwork of Patt Tanner, of North Haledon, N.J., was selected overall from among many artworks submitted through a formal “Call for Artists”  competition juried by gifted local artist, Anne Kullaf.   Somerset County’s US Census 2010 Awareness brochure is enhanced with the artwork of five other New Jersey artists, in addition to Patt Tanner’s artwork.  The artists are Maria Lupo of Roseland, Jason Gluskin of Hoboken, Michael Garafalo of Wayne, Brian Radomski of Saddle Brook and Erin Graces of Cream Ridge.  
On display through April 30 is Somerset County’s US Census 2010 Awareness Campaign Exhibition, also featuring the artists referenced above, plus selected artwork by Victoria Sebastiani of Wayne, Arnold Chor of Wyckoff, Bianca Rosario of Paterson, and Nicole Forsythe of Hillsborough.  
The public is invited to view the art exhibition (US Census 2010 Awareness Campaign as well as another Contemporary Art Group exhibition) and to attend an evening reception for the artists and general public on Tuesday, Feb. 23, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the lobby of the Somerset County Administration Building.   In case of snow, call the county Cultural & Heritage Commission office at (908) 231-7110 to confirm the evening reception.
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