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June 1, 2010

Somerset County Residents Can Help ‘Curb Hunger’

Recession continues to hike demand at local food banks
County officials, federal and state legislators and food bank supporters this week launched the 16th annual Curbing Hunger food drive to help prop up food supplies at the Food Bank Network of Somerset County, the Franklin Township Food Bank and other local food pantries serving Somerset County residents.
“Many people believe that hunger is not a problem in a county such as ours; the reality is there are children and adults living in Somerset County that need help,” said Freeholder Director Jack M. Ciattarelli.  “Even during the best of times, there are those who go hungry.  The lingering recession and the recent floods have only made matters all the more urgent, with increasing numbers of people who need assistance.”

Fueled by the lingering recession, the Food Bank Network has averaged a 25-percent increase in demand over the past two years, according to Executive Director Marie Scannell.

Somerset County residents have a quick, easy way to help.  Orange plastic bags were distributed to county households in May – look for them tied to the handle of your blue recycling bucket.  If you did not receive a bag, you can use a regular plastic grocery bag and write “FOOD” on it with a waterproof marker.
Place canned food donations in the bags and leave them at the curb on your regularly scheduled recycling collection days from June 7 through July 2. 
High on the list of needed items are Parmalat milk, canned meat and fish, “meals-in-a-can” such as pasta, stews and meaty soups, canned tomato sauce, canned fruits, and peanut butter and jelly in plastic jars. Perishables and food in glass containers cannot be accepted. 

Food supplies at food banks and food pantries are traditionally low during the summer months, when school lunch programs are closed and donations fall off due to vacations and the lack of major holiday food drives.  That’s why the annual Curbing Hunger food collection is conducted in June.
The Curbing Hunger campaign is a joint effort of the Somerset County Board of Freeholders, the county Recycling Center, county and municipal public works departments, the Food Bank Network of Somerset County and Curbing Hunger, Inc. 
Major financial supporters of the program are Bridgewater-based sanofi-aventis, the Courier News and MyCentralJersey.com, and St. Mark’s Episcopal Church of Basking Ridge. The Somerset Patriots also support the program through scoreboard announcements and by hosting Curbing Hunger Night at TD Bank Ballpark in Bridgewater, slated for June 7 this year.
“Hunger in America 2010,” commissioned by the national nonprofit organization Feeding America, reports that “hunger is increasing at an alarming rate in the United States.”  The number of children being served has increased by 50 percent since 2006, and over one-third of client households report having to choose between food and other necessities such as rent, utilities and medical care.

Curbing Hunger started as a pilot program in Somerset County in 1995 and was expanded to several other counties in New Jersey.  Since then, 1.9 million pounds of food have been collected statewide, valued at over $2.5 million dollars.  More than half a million pounds have been collected in Somerset County alone.  


Anyone wishing to make a monetary donation may send a check to Curbing Hunger, Inc., P.O. Box 202, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920.  For more information, call (908) 344-5571 or visit www.curbinghunger.org. 
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