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July 28, 2010
Somerset County Breaks Ground for New Pedestrian Bridge 

BRIDGEWATER –  The Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders recently held a groundbreaking ceremony for a pedestrian bridge that will extend from Clarks Woods in Bridgewater, across US Route 202/206, to Mountain Avenue in Somerville.  

The bridge is an integral part of the Peters Brook Greenway Extension Project that will connect greenways in Bridgewater and Somerville.
“Expanding pedestrian pathways in a way that enhances greenways and provides better access to recreational facilities is always an important development,” said Freeholder Director Jack M. Ciattarelli.
The 10-foot-wide prefabricated, modified bowstring truss bridge will be supported on concrete abutments spanning 129 feet.   Construction of the bridge is starting on the north side of Peters Brook, near Clarks Woods. 
An extended pathway is being designed on the Bridgewater side to provide access to Clarks Woods Park, a 35-acre recreation center featuring multi-use soccer/lacrosse fields and natural woodlands owned by the Borough of Somerville.  Pedestrians also will be able to use the bridge to access the Somerset Shopping Center, located on the Somerville Circle. 
The Somerset County Regional Center Partnership, which has advocated a system of greenways throughout the center, contributed $100,000 towards the design of the pedestrian bridge.  Construction is being funded by over $2 million from an American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)Transportation Enhancement Grant and  $1.6 million from the New Jersey Department of Transportation. The contract was awarded to Flanagan Construction Group of Hillsborough.  
“This project is an example of a growing trend in which transportation funding is being invested to enhance ‘livability’ in our communities,” said Freeholder Peter S. Palmer, North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority representative for Somerset County.
(more)
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As the federally endorsed Metropolitan Planning Organization for a 13-county area in northern and central New Jersey, the NJTPA must approve all federal transportation investments in the region.

The Peters Brook Greenway provides a pathway linking communities, a series of regional and municipal parks, recreational facilities, five schools, neighborhoods, commercial districts and employment centers. The Regional Center Partnership contributed to the greenway by awarding a total of $60,000 in grants for conceptual planning.  A future phase of the project will extend the pathway north of Route 22 to the Bridgewater-Raritan High School on Garretson Road. 

The greenway also will be part of the Raritan River Greenway, under development by the Somerset County Park Commission as part of a regional greenway system.
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Somerset County recently held a groundbreaking ceremony for a pedestrian bridge that will extend from Clarks Woods in Bridgewater, across US Route 202/206, to Mountain Avenue in Somerville.  The bridge is an integral part of the Peters Brook Greenway Extension Project that will connect greenways in Bridgewater and Somerville.  Freeholder Director Jack M. Ciattarelli, third from right, officiated the ceremony.  Also participating in the groundbreaking are, back row from left to right, Bob Flanagan of Flanagan’s Contracting Group, NJTPA Manager of Product Development and Local Programs Sascha Frimpong,  Freeholder Peter S. Palmer, Bridgewater Councilwoman Christine Rose, Somerset County Regional Center Partnership Chair Rose Evans, Raritan Mayor Jo-Ann Liptak, Bridgewater resident Dave Doheny, Somerville Mayor Brian Gallagher, Rocky Cuozzo of Kupper Associates, and NJDOT Director of Legislative Relations and Constituent Services Jonathan Lowy. In front is Freeholder Patrick Scaglione.
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