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August 10, 2010

The Somerset County Energy Council

Wants To Tell Your ‘Energy-Smart’ Story
The Somerset County Energy Council is creating a new website designed to help residents, businesses and institutions learn how to become “energy smart.”

The Council is seeking local stories, case studies, interesting facts, photos, or even video links to post on the site about how people in Somerset County are saving energy or converting to renewable-energy sources.

If you live or work in Somerset County and have done any of the following, the Council wants to hear about it:

· installed energy-conserving equipment or insulation 

· adopted energy-conserving behaviors at home, work or school

· energy retro-fitted a historic or older existing building 

· had an energy audit, or done thermal imaging on your building

· tracked energy savings since making a change in the way you use energy

· participated in any energy incentive or rebate program 

· installed a geothermal, solar or wind system

· built a LEED-certified  building

· organized a van pool, biked to work, purchased a high-efficiency vehicle fleet 
or found some other way to burn less transportation fuel

· found a creative way to get other people to save energy

“The purpose of the new website, which is currently under construction, is to provide informal case studies and local ‘real-life information so that others can learn from it and be inspired to save energy,” said Freeholder Director Jack M. Ciattarelli, who spearheaded the Energy Council’s creation in 2008.
If you are just getting started on an energy project, document your experience for the website, and take photos as the project unfolds. The Council is particularly interested in information about the outcome of energy-saving projects or efforts, for instance,  energy saved or generated, utility bills lowered, net savings, comfort level increased or rebates received. 

To suggest or submit a story, send the Council an e-mail at Energystories@co.somerset.nj.us or mail your information to Somerset County Energy Council, c/o Somerset County Planning Board, P.O. Box 3000, Somerville, NJ 08876. Include a phone number so a member of the Council can contact you.  All posting and editing decisions for the website will be made by the Energy Council.

Visit www.co.somerset.nj.us/program/energycouncil.html or more information about the Somerset County Energy Council. 
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