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April 21, 2010  

Testing Residential Wells Regularly Is Important 


The Somerset County Health Department wants to remind homeowners with wells about the importance of regularly testing their drinking water. While New Jersey’s Safe Drinking Water Act requires routine testing for public-water systems, owners of residential wells have sole responsibility for ensuring the safety of their drinking water, as well as consistently maintaining the well system to prevent any contamination.

Well-water quality can be negatively affected by both natural and man-made pollutants. Some naturally occurring compounds include arsenic, iron and radon and man-made contaminants can consist of materials such as fertilizers, insecticides and heavy metals.  Contaminants can enter the water supply from a variety of places, such as a nearby leaking underground storage tank, a malfunctioning septic system or runoff from farming, industrial or residential properties.


The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recommends testing your household well every year for bacteria, nitrates, total dissolved solids and pH levels – substances that are easily detected through laboratory testing. In addition, if you have youngsters, the American Academy of Pediatrics recommends testing several times a year, since infants and children are more susceptible to waterborne illnesses that could come from a contaminated well.


Chemical tests also are available, but they can be expensive.  To help target chemical tests to your needs, county residents may contact their local health officer for guidance on problems specific to their municipality. However, even in areas with no known problems, it is still recommended that you conduct a full range of tests at least once. This will help establish a record of your water quality, which may be helpful with resolving future problems or pursuing compensation in the event your well becomes contaminated. For a complete list of certified water-testing laboratories, visit the N.J. Department of Environmental Protection website at www.state.nj.us/dep/oqa/certlabs.htm.


Finally, proper maintenance and management practices will help prevent contamination from entering your well.  Checking visible parts of your well system for cracks or leaks, maintaining your septic system and taking care to avoid mixing and using pesticides, fertilizers or other chemicals near your wellhead are some simple practices you can take to protect your water supply.  Also, avoid flushing chemicals down the drains, especially if your home also uses a private septic system.


For more information on water-quality standards, well testing or best management practices, contact your local health department.  A listing of health departments can be found on the Somerset County Health Department website at www.co.somerset.nj.us/health/localhealth.htm.  To speak with someone from the Somerset County Health Department, call (908) 231-7155.
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