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May 2010
Watch for Those ‘Curbing Hunger’ Bags

June Collection to Benefit Local Food Banks


If you live in Somerset County and you put your recycling bin at the curb during the next two weeks, you’ll get a little something back:  orange Curbing Hunger bags will be tied to the handle of all recycling buckets during the second half of May.

County recycling crews are delivering the colorful collection bags for the annual Curbing Hunger food drive.  The plastic bags will be tied to the handles of any recycling buckets placed at the curb during this time.  Each household will receive two bags.

The 16th annual Curbing Hunger food drive will be held in June to benefit organizations that help the hungry in Somerset County.  

“This is another critical year for fighting hunger in our communities,” said Freeholder Director Jack M. Ciattarelli.  “Over the past two years, during which the Food Bank Network of Somerset County has seen a 25-percent increase in the number of families it serves, donations to food banks and food pantries have decreased.

“You can help by filling your orange bags – or any plastic grocery bag –  with canned goods and placing them at the curb on your recycling pickup days between June 7 and July 2,” he said.  “This gives every household two chances to donate.”

The contributions will be distributed to the Food Bank Network of Somerset County and to local food pantries, including the Franklin Township Food Bank.
Food supplies are traditionally low during the summer months.  That’s why the Curbing Hunger food drive is held in June to help alleviate this annual shortage.  Donations are especially needed this year as a result of the economic downturn that has affected countless Somerset County families.

For more information, or to volunteer to help sort the food donations, call the Food Bank Network of Somerset County at (732) 560-1813.

Sponsors of the 2010 Curbing Hunger program include the Board of Freeholders, Curbing Hunger Inc., sanofi-aventis, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Basking Ridge, the Courier News and MyCentralJersey.com.
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