
Western Sculpture
Park, located on

the edge of downtown
Saint Paul across from
the Marion Street
Sears store, is a two-
block long rectangle
sandwiched between
two low-rise apartment

complexes.  It sits in the midst of the city’s
most densely populated neighborhood,
Fuller- Aurora, with 750 households
including more than 450 children, two
thirds of them under 10 years old. 

PARK HISTORY
From 1820 to 1870, the park site was in
the area where the fabled ox cart traders
rounded up each spring and fall for their
600-mile trek from the Mississippi River to
Manitoba.  Around the turn of the century,
the area became the city’s first Victorian
neighborhood.  As part of an urban
renewal project by HRA, the property was
acquired by Saint Paul Parks and
Recreation in 1966.  Fuller-Aurora
Neighborhood Association secured a
capital improvement grant of $350,000 for
Saint Paul Parks and Recreation to
develop the park in the 1995 as a vital
place for the community.  Association
members Dan Fix and Grant Rostig met
sculptor/curator John Hock at the Public
Art Saint Paul sponsored Mayor’s Design
Forum in 1995, which inspired the vision of
Western Park as a place for the changing
exhibition of large scale sculpture.  The
renovated park was dedicated in
September, 1998.  

PARK FEATURES
• Park Design: City Landscape Architect

Jim Brewer designed the park to
accommodate both recreational activities
and the rotating exhibition of 20 large 
scale outdoor sculptures.  The crushed 
stone pathways and formal hedge were
inspired by the neighborhood’s ox cart
trails and Victorian heritage. The green
space includes colorful annual gardens,
lawn, shrubs and trees.  

• Sculpture Garden: Sculptor John Hock
is the curator of this urban outdoor
sculpture park.  The work of the region’s
finest established and emerging
sculptors are found in the midst of the
park’s crushed stone pathways, gardens,
volleyball court and children’s play area.
For further information and bookings
about the Western Park Sculpture
Program call Public Art Saint Paul at
(651) 290-0921.

• Park Amenities: Artist Paul Benson
designed the two benches, a full circle
and a half circle, which are constructed
from light and dark granite and
aluminum.  The circular bench motif was
inspired by the spoked wheels of the ox
carts.  He also designed the 30 foot
railing at the Marion Street park entrance
and trash receptacles located throughout
the park. Benson, who lives in Afton,
Minnesota and teaches art at St. Paul
Academy/Summit School has
created numerous public art works
throughout the state.

• Recreation Activities: a children’s
play area and volleyball court are
included in the park.

• Programming: Public Art Saint Paul
offers arts and cultural programming
(with help from the Salvation Army and
ArtScraps) and special events.
Interpretive tours of the sculpture garden
are given on a regular basis.  For current
information, call Public Art Saint Paul at
(651) 290-0921. 

PARK RULES
• Alcohol - alcohol is not permitted in Western

Sculpture Park.
• Dogs - Pets must be licensed and secured

by a leash six feet or less. Owners are
required to carry clean-up materials for their
pets’ droppings.  People violating these rules
are subject to ticketing.

• Fires/Grills - No barbecue grills or picnic
tables are available. People may bring their
own grill for outdoor cooking.  

• Bikes - may be used only on designated bike
paths. Motorized vehicles have the right of
way at all intersections with bike paths.
Bicyclists are allowed only on bike paths and
roads reserved for vehicular traffic.

PARK SECURITY
Call Parkwatch (651) 646-3535:
• for help in resolving conflicts or potential

conflicts occurring on park property.
• to report vandalism or other crimes occurring

on park property.  Call 911 in an emergency.
• DO NOT LEAVE VALUABLES IN YOUR

CAR!

6-00

Western Sculpture Park
Saint Paul Parks & Recreation

Some of material in this User Guide was adapted from Public Art Saint Paul publications.

Haints and History - Through his sculpture,
Preston Jackson speaks for the people of many

cultures who were transported by ship under
various conditions to our shores.
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DIVISION OF PARKS AND RECREATION

300 CHA - 25 W. 4th Street

Saint Paul, MN  55102

(651)266-6400 • TTY (651)266-6378

�� General Parks Information
. . . . . . . . . . . (651)266–6400

�� Como Zoo & Conservatory
. . . . . . . . . . . . (651)487–8200

�� Parkwatch
. . . . . . . . . . . (651)646–3535

�� Permits . . . (651)632 – 5111
1100 N. Hamline Ave. 
at the corner of Jessamine.

�� Volunteer Opportunities
. . . . . . . . . . . (651)266 – 6464

�� Part-time and Seasonal
Employment opportunities
. . . . . . . . . . . (651)266 – 6466

�� Web site address
. . www.ci.stpaul.mn.us/dept/parks

PARK HOURS: 

Sunrise to 11:00 p.m.

ACRES: 4.49

VOLUNTEERS are needed to plant

and maintain the annual gardens at 

Western Sculpture Park - call (651)

266-6458 to learn more about this

opportunity.
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Fallen Leaf - Karl Ciesluk carved a leaf pattern of the overhanging
locust tree into the surface of this limestone block that was
salvaged from Saint Paul's historic Wabasha Street Bridge.

Frame -
Shaun Cassidy

invites you to
become part of the

landscape by
viewing the park

through the frame
and becoming part

of the picture.

Armadillo - Robert Ressler's whimsical form
seems at home in Western Sculpture Park.


